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Minister’s Foreword

In 2020, the Government of Belize declared January 15th, the birthday of 
George Price, as a national holiday to honour the Father of the Nation. This 
decision reflects our commitment to his vision of an independent Belize.
  
As we reflect on Mr. Price’s immense contributions, it is vital that we ensure 
his legacy is remembered and passed on, especially to our young people. Our 
government is working closely with the Price family and the George Price 
Centre for Peace and Development to preserve and promote his values.  

It is inspiring to see the continued efforts of Good Belizeans, both named 
and unnamed, who supported Mr. Price and continue to contribute to the 
country’s progress.  

Let us work together to build a progressive, prosperous Belize. May this 
booklet of his letters inspire us all to act with purpose and determination in 
fulfilling the vision Mr. Price set for us. 

Hon. Francis W. Fonseca 
Minister of Foreign Affairs, Trade, Education, Culture, Science & Technology 
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Introduction 

  
This collection of letters offers a window into the mind and actions of George 
Cadle Price, the Father of the Nation and a Belizean National Hero. Born on 
15 January 1919, Price dedicated his life to leading the country from colonial 
rule to self-government and independence.  
  
Price’s life was marked by a deep commitment to service, social justice and 
the welfare of the Belizean people. His formative years, spent in spiritual 
pursuit to be a priest, later converged with his role as the country’s most gifted 
political leader. His dedication to the advancement of Belize set him apart 
as a leader who prioritized the nation’s collective progress over his personal 
gain. His contributions to Belize’s political, social and economic landscape 
are countless with his influence reaching far beyond the letters compiled in 
this collection.  

Many of the letters in this collection are from George Price’s term as Premier 
of Belize, which was the title given to him as the highest elected leader during 
the period of self-government from 1964–1981. These correspondences 
housed at the Belize Archives and Records Service explore a wide range of 
issues, from national unity and independence to environmental concerns 
and development. These letters, many of which are addressed to key political 
figures and institutions, demonstrate his hands-on approach to governance 
and his commitment to building a more united Belize.  
 
The title of this booklet, “Good Belizeans,” reflects a phrase George Price 
used on several occasions, including in a 1965 letter to the Hattieville Village 
Council, where he wrote, “You are good Belizeans, and when more of us unite 
to build a nation, we shall get independence in a quicker time.” These words, 
along with the inscription on his epitaph - “A good Belizean, one who went 
through life on a pilgrimage, and left the world a better place than he found 
it” — capture the thoughtfulness and vision that defined Price’s leadership.  
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These letters are important for us to analyse and appreciate the strengths 
and weaknesses of our political and social development. Thanks to the 
collaboration of historians Giovani Pinelo (ISCR-NICH) and Delmer Tzib 
(UB) we are treated to key reflection summaries of the selected letters. We are 
grateful to the leadership and professional team at the various divisions of the 
National Institute of Culture and History, the Belize Archives and Records 
Service, the Belize National Library Service and Information System, and the 
George Price Centre for Peace and Development for making these records 
available in print and online form. This interest stems from the vision of the 
Access501 initiative which is led by the Hon. Francis Fonseca as Minister 
of Education, Culture, Science, and Technology, seeking to ensure that 
students, teachers and the wider public have access to open-access resources 
for teaching and learning.
 
As we observe George Price Day 2025, we are also featuring the creation of a 
street exhibit, a botanical garden at the Price Family House, and the digitization 
of Price’s memorabilia. The National Institute of Culture and History and 
its partners remain committed to fostering unity and development through 
research, education, and cultural and artistic engagement. 

Rolando Cocom, ISCR-NICH Director  
Delmer Tzib, UB History Department  
Giovani Pinelo, Public History Officer, ISCR-NICH  
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The Call for National Unity 

During the 1940s, movements for decolonization and workers’ rights 
gained momentum in Belize, then the colony of British Honduras. A small 
group of mostly Jesuit-educated leaders became instrumental in advancing 
the nationalist movement, challenging the inequities of colonialism. Their 
agitation against colonialism and improving workers’ rights was readily 
received by fellow compatriots yearning for more political authority to direct 
their development.  

By 1949, Belize faced significant social and economic challenges, including a 
decline in the mahogany and chicle industries. The economic strain deepened 
when the colonial governor used his reserve power to devalue the British 
Honduras dollar, exacerbating public discontent. 

In response to these crises, a group of concerned activists formed the 
People’s Committee (PC) to address the worsening conditions, confront 
colonial policies, and advocate for self-governance. The committee’s strategy 
emphasized national unity for resisting devaluation and advancing the fight 
for self-determination. By August 1950, George Price, the PC’s secretary, was 
actively involved in organizing and mobilizing these efforts. 

The accompanying letter from the Price Family Archive showcases the 
organizational methods employed by the People’s Committee to convene 
meetings and secure commitment from its leadership and members.  
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This Meeting is Strictly Private and Important



“ ”
This confidential letter invited a group of Belizean 
leaders to a private meeting at the Price Family Home, 
just weeks before the People’s Committee evolved into 
the People’s United Party. 
The residence at Lot 1114, No. 3 Pickstock Street, Belize 
City, played a pivotal role in shaping the path toward 
Belizean independence.
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Environmental Concerns and Development

Premier Price intricately linked Belize’s national identity with environmental 
concerns, development, and appreciation of Belize’s vast resources. Price 
exemplified leadership grounded in action, from picking up trash himself 
to directing ministers and other public officials in carrying out their duties. 
His letters reflect this commitment, presenting practical solutions to national 
challenges while fostering collaboration among public officers, community 
leaders, and citizens.  
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The letters in this section highlight Price’s vision for Belize’s sustainable 
development. In a letter from 1965 and another from 1973 he encouraged 
tree planting to enhance the community spaces and foster unity. Another 
letter from September 1969 addressed the aftermath of a natural disaster, 
requesting seawall repairs at then Monkey River Town.  



Planting of Trees in Hattieville

“ ”
Hattieville was set up 
after Hurricane Hattie’s 
destruction of Belize 
City on 31 October 1961.
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Good Belizeans

“ ”
The title for this booklet “Good Belizeans” is from this 
letter of 16 September 1965 to the Chairman of the 
Hattieville Council. In it, Price thanks him and Hattieville 
for their support in the struggle for independence.  
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“ ”
Monkey River Town was among the hardest hit by 
Hurricane Francelia, which struck southern Belize on 3 
September 1969. Premier Price enlisted the support of 
Hon. Albert E. Cattouse, Minister of Public Utilities, to 
coordinate recovery efforts. 

Hurricane Francelia Recovery Efforts
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Beautification for Belize City

“ ”
As Belize City extended into new zones, Premier Price 
recommended the planting of trees for the creation and 
preservation of green spaces across the municipality.
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Infrastructure and Road Safety  

Premier Price was a pragmatic leader, dedicated to addressing the challenges 
of everyday Belizeans. Infrastructural development, particularly for 
transportation, was critical for safety and communication. Additionally, Price 
actively sought tangible international cooperation and investments to Belize, 
as seen in his correspondence regarding the BELCAN Bridge. 

Premier Price listened to residents and acted on pressing issues. In his letter of 
April 1969, he expressed concerns about an accident at Hector Creek, seeking 
immediate solutions to prevent further incidents. In another letter from 
January 1974, he addresses the speeding limits, emphasizing his commitment 
to public safety as part of national development. 

In the following letters, Premier Price focuses on improving infrastructure 
and access to rural communities, as well as traffic safety.
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“ ”
A good example of international cooperation prior to 
Belize’s independence is the BELCAN Bridge in Belize 
City. This project was carried out in collaboration with 
the government of Canada.

International Cooperation
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“ ”
Premier Price’s focus on traffic control at the Hector 
Creek Bridge in the Belize District reflects his concern 
to improve public safety.  

Traffic Safety at former Hector Creek Bridge
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“ ”
Premier Price often issued reminders to the respective 
ministers regarding citizens’ concerns, as is the case 
in the letter above with reference to Nago Bank in the 
Belize District.

The Nago Bank Road
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“ ”
“You are good Belizeans, and when more 
of us unite to build a nation, we shall get 
independence in a quicker time.” 

– Premier George Price.

These words, along with the inscription on 
his epitaph — “A good Belizean, one who 
went through life on a pilgrimage, and left 
the world a better place than he found it” 
— capture the thoughtfulness and vision 
that defined Price’s leadership.  
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“ ”
Though Premier Price’s letter above reference a vehicle 
exceeding the 40-mph speed limit of the 1970s may 
seem trivial, it is still a call for cautious driving today.

Concerns about Speeding
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Education and Health

  
From self-government to independence, Premier Price worked to create 
opportunities for Belizeans to access public services. He believed education 
was crucial for civic engagement and nation-building, as attested through the 
letters of May and September 1973. Furthermore, in a March 1973 letter, 
Price aimed to facilitate a trip for San Pedro College students to observe the 
legislative process at work. 

Similarly, a letter of January 1975 requesting health services for an individual 
demonstrates Price’s personal attentiveness to the well-being of the vulnerable. 
Such actions are reminders that we are all called to serve with care and 
diligence. 
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“ ”
Premier Price recognized that young people should 
be well-informed about the country’s governance. He 
facilitated San Pedro College students’ visit to observe 
a session of the House of Representatives in Belmopan

Invitation for Students to Visit the National Assembly
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“ ”
Belize: New Nation in Central 
America (1973) presented an 
overview of Belize as “a new 
nation in Central America 
in the heart of Caribbean 
basin”. It became a key text 
for Belizean history.

Belize: New Nation in Central America
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“ ”
Premier Price firmly believed that access to quality 
education was a fundamental right for every Belizean. 

Concerns About Education Costs
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Do What is Possible to Help

“ ”
Health and well-being is a service which Premier Price 
recognized as a human right and encouraged those in a 
position to assist willingly.
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The Struggle for Independence  

In the 1960s and 1970s, Belize’s quest for independence was a multifaceted 
process that involved both national and international efforts to achieve 
political support for self-determination and shape a new national identity. 
Guatemala’s claims to Belize’s territory were a major obstacle that significantly 
delayed independence. However, Premier Price, in close collaboration with 
other nationalist leaders and wide-spread popular support, carried out 
strategic actions to advance the country’s path to self-determination.

The letters included in this section illustrate these efforts, including calls for 
citizen participation in rallies to support independence. Price also actively 
publicized the name Belize and its corresponding symbols on the path 
towards an independent nation. This he did through the school system as 
well as on the national radio of that era. These letters not only urged action 
but also emphasized that independence could not be achieved without the 
active involvement of the people. 

On the international stage, Price lobbied support for Belize’s independence 
from international partners. In 1973, Caribbean diplomat Sir Shridath 
Ramphal expressed the Caribbean countries’ relentless support for Belize’s 
independence and territorial integrity at a UN Security Council meeting 
in Panama City. Price’s handwritten note of thanks attests his gratitude for 
diplomacy. 

Collectively, these letters demonstrate how both internal and external forces 
shaped Belize’s transition to full independence in 1981. 

24



“ ”
Premier Price extended an open invitation to join a 
national pro-independence rally in Belize City on 5 
October 1969.
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Rally for Nationhood
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Support for the Name Belize

“ ”
The push to rename “British Honduras” to “Belize” won 
wide-spread support across the country. The National 
Assembly resolution to officially change the country’s 
name came into effect on 1 June 1973.
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Belize Most Grateful

“ ”
Premier Price’s note of gratitude to Shradith Ramphal 
for supporting Belize’s bid for independence at UN 
Security Council Meeting in March 1973 in Panama.
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Publicizing Belize

“ ”
Premier Price consistently asserted the name Belize and 
key national symbols in preparation for independence.
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Personal Notes and Interests 

Premier Price’s letters provide a glimpse into his character, revealing his deep 
connection to the everyday experiences of Belizeans. Whether expressing 
gratitude to an ordinary citizen or sharing his thoughts on how to improve 
horse races, Price’s correspondence reflects a range of interests beyond his 
political role. 

His interactions with the public were not solely driven by his political agenda, 
but also by a sincere interest in the lives of those around him. Through these 
letters, we gain a fuller understanding of Price not just as a statesman but 
as an individual who valued the people of Belize. His communication was 
personal, sincere, and indicative of the bonds he sought to forge with fellow 
Belizeans across the nation.
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A Request for Sibelius Finlandia
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“ ”
The philharmonic rendition of the finale of “Sibelius 
Finlandia” is well known in Belize as the background 
music for the national prayer recorded by Premier 
Price. This musical piece was played throughout the 
mourning period following his death, which occurred 
on 19 September 2011. 
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Observations on Horse Racing
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“ ”
The Price family had a long-standing tradition in the 
equestrian business, particularly horse-breeding and 
racing. Premier Price showcases his deep knowledge 
and appreciation for horse racing as a sport discipline. 
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“ ”
Premier Price expressed his heartfelt gratitude for 
homemade foods and treats such as sweet bread and 
cakes which people often offered him.

Sincerely
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Today, from the trunk of that fallen mahogany tree, we 
call on all Good Belizeans to plant, harvest, and honor 

the revolution of Belize, no matter the challenges.

On Independence Day 21 September 1981, Prime Minister 
George Price returned home and planted a mahogany tree 

in the backyard.




